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Constructing an Expanded Noun Phrase 
Determiner Adjectives Noun Prepositional Phrase 

the 
a 

an 
my 

these 
her 
our 

your 
five 

some 
many 
those 

colourful 
gigantic 

miniature 
pristine 

dilapidated 
ancient 

obnoxious 
mischievous 

crumpled 
ecstatic 

muscular 
rectangular 

socks 
bus 

engine 
bottle 

television 
pond 

custard 
paper 
lettuce 

caravan 
tongue 

imagination 

beside the river 
near the town 
in the water 

during the night 
through the winter 

this evening 
on the table 

between the houses 
underneath the 

waterfall 
before morning 
towards home 

 

Homophones are words that have the same pronunciation but mean different things 

principle principal  morning mourning 

bridal bridle compliment complement 

proceed precede assent ascent 

weary wary draft draught 
 

Using a dictionary. A dictionary can be used to find the meaning of a word and for checking the 
spelling of a word. Dictionaries can also give other information about words such as word type 
and origin. 
 

Find the first letter of the word and then find the correct page in the dictionary. Then look at the second (and third) 
letter of the word and scan down the list of words until you find the correct one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The difference between vocabulary typical of informal speech 
and vocabulary appropriate for formal speech and writing (for 
example, find out – discover; ask for – request; go in – enter). 

How words are related by meaning as synonyms and 
antonyms (for example, big, large, little). 

How hyphens can be used to avoid ambiguity [for 
example, man eating shark versus man-eating shark, 
or recover versus re-cover]   

Relative clauses - who, which, where, when, whose, that, or 
an omitted relative pronoun. 

Use of the semi-colon to mark the boundary between 
independent clauses (for example, It’s raining; I’m fed up) 

Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons 
within lists: Use a colon to introduce an item or list, if the list 
comes after a complete sentence or independent clause. This 
year I want to visit four amazing cities: Paris, London, New 
York, and Barcelona. 

Punctuation of bullet points to list information.  
Here’s how to give your dog a bath: 

 Place a shower cap on your dog’s head. 

 Give him his rubber ducky to provide emotional 
security. 

 Gently bathe your dog. Avoid getting water in his big 
sad eyes. 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/examples-of-independent-clauses.html
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asked 
fastest 
hunted 
jumping 

lightening 
loudly 

prouder 
sprinted 
sweetest 
yawning 

appreciate 
appreciating 

creating 
cycling 
famous 
smiled 

sensible 
slimy 

observant 
nicest 

careless 
flavourless 

hopeful 
deceitful 

meanness 
lateness 

achievement 
amazement 

definitely 
thoroughly 

beginning 
admittance 
stoppable 
permitting 
preferred 

regrettable 
wettest 

forgotten 
funny 

referring 

crying 
tries 

reliable 
replied 
busily 

happiness 
heavily 

beautifully 
hurries 

mysterious 

direction 
ancient 
motion 

spacious 
subtraction 

delicious 
explanation 
especially 
politician 
cautious 

expansion 
comprehension 

tension 
permission 
admission 
profession 
possession 
confession 

revision 
decision 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word 

-ing, -ed, -er, est, --
ible, -able, -ion, -ian, 

-ant, -ent, -ous, -y 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word ending in 

‘e’ 
-ing, -ed, -er, est, --

ible, -able, -ion, -ian, 
-ant, -ent, -ous, -y, -

ful, -less, -ment, -
ness, -ly 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word 

ful, -less, -ment, -
ness, -ly 

Adding a suffix 
beginning with a 

vowel 
-ing, -ed, -er, est, --

ible, -able, -ion, -ian, 
-ant, -ent, -ous, 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word ending in 

‘y’ 
-ing, -ed, -er, est, --

ible, -able, -ion, -ian, 
-ant, -ent, -ous, -y, -

ful, -less, -ment, -
ness, -ly 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word to make 

the ‘sh’ sound 
Using ‘ti’ and ‘ci’ to 
make a ‘sh’ sound 

Adding a suffix to a 
root word to make 

the ‘sh’ sound 
Using ‘si’ and ‘ssi’ to 
make a ‘sh’ sound 

Special Focus 
Words containing 
the letter string - 

ough 

Special Focus 
Orange words 
(communicate, 

community, 
committee, harass, 

occur, occupy) 

Special Focus 
Homophones and 

other words that are 
often confused. 
e.g. principle & 

principal 

Special Focus 
Orange words 
(profession, 
sufficient, 

correspond, 
apparently, 

opportunity) 

Special Focus 
Orange Words 

(guarantee, queue, 
vehicle, 

mischievous, 
foreign, bargain, 

amateur, hindrance) 

Special Focus 
Homophones and 

other words that are 
often confused. 
e.g. morning & 

mourning 

Special Focus 
Orange words 

(leisure, language, 
privelage, 

restaurant, achieve, 
secretary, stomach, 

yacht, soldier 


